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Riding the wind

This year could be the start of a growth spurt for community wind, thanks to growing interest

from developers and new financing options.
By Leslie Brooks Suzukamo

Pioneer Press

Updated: 05/17/2009 07:11:05 PM CDT

It's always windy in Bingham Lake —
"There's never a good hair day," 35-year-
old Patty Espenson sighed — but last
week the wind was kicking up a storm.

Gusts buffeted the Espensons' 1,000-acre
farm, keeping the massive blades of its
wind turbines in motion and creating a low,
steady thrum.

Marty Espenson, 36, grinned at the
commotion. "It's making me money," he
said.

The Espensons, who live in Cottonwood
County, about 150 miles southwest of St.
Paul, own the 210-foot-tall wind turbine
outside their front door. It is part of the 15-
megawatt Bingham Lake Wind Farm, a
community wind project of 12 turbines
jointly owned by 12 families. The turbines
on the Espensons' and a neighbor's farm
produce welcome extra income.

"It's equal to a very good part-time job,"
Marty said. The Espensons hope the extra
income will help them hold onto the farm
so they can pass it on to their three sons.

Community wind farms like the one in
Bingham Lake have been slowly gaining
ground in Minnesota, but are little known

elsewhere despite the recent boom in wind Browse more photo galleries »
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MORE OF TODAY'S HEADLINES

=, U.S. journalist Saberi says 'no' to media contact
=, Wisconsin picnic draws 100 people packing guns
=. Wrong-way driver killed in Goodhue County crash
=. Bloomington man killed in Wisconsin crash

=, Plane crashes near Winona, 2 injured

=. 'Click It or Ticket' effort under way in Minnesota
=. Residents evacuated in Anoka brush fire
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1. Vikings quarterback Sage Rosenfels breaks silence on
team's interest...

2. Minnesota Vikings QB Sage Rosenfels has little to say
about Brett...

3. Charley Walters: Yankees' big-money ballpark doesn't

impress...

North St. Paul woman dies in crash off 1-94

At least 18 GM dealers in Minnesota losing contracts

She got out of debt, so it's time to party

Wisconsin picnic draws 100 people packing guns

Minnesota Vikings shouldn't fret: Brett Favre would

need minor...

9. Whiz kid, 13, becomes youngest graduate in MNnSCU
system history
10. Jury finds Sontoya guilty of murder
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